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Appleby School.
[A.D. 1738.
schoolmaster, so as to have a sure, though moderate income for his life; and an offer being made to him of the mastership of a school1, provided he could obtain the degree of Master of Arts,
1 In a billet written by Mr. Pope in the following year, this school is said to have been in Shropshire; but as it appears from a letter from Earl Gower, that the trustees of it were 'some worthy gentlemen in Johnson's neighbourhood,' I in my first edition suggested that Pope must have, by mistake, written Shropshire, instead of Staffordshire. But I have since been obliged to Mr. Spearing, attorney-at-law, for the following- information : •— ' William Adams, formerly citizen and haberdasher of London, founded a school at Newport, in the county of Salop, by deed dated 27th November, 1656, by which he granted " the yearly sum of sixty fimmds to such able and learned schoolmaster, from time to time, being of godly life and conversation, who should have been educated at one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge, and had taken the degree of Master of Arts, and was well read in the Greek and Latin tongues, as should be nominated from time to time by the said William Adams, during his life, and after the decease of the said William Adams, by the Governours (namely, the Master and Wardens of the Haberdashers' Company of the City of London) and their successors." The manour and lands out of which the revenues for the maintenance of the school were to issue are situate at Knighton and Adbaston, in the county of Stafford! From the foregoing account of this foundation, particularly the circumstances of the salary being sixty pounds, and the degree of Master of Arts being a requisite qualification in the teacher, it seemed probable that this was the school in contemplation; and that
Lord Gower erroneously supposed that the gentlemen who possessed the lands, out of which the revenues issued, were trustees of the charity.
Such was probable conjecture. But in the Cent. Mag. for Ma)', 1793, there is a letter from Mr. Henri, one of the masters of the school of Appleby, in Leicestershire, in which he writes as follows :—
' I compared time and circumstance together, in order to discover whether the school in question might not be this of Appleby. Some of the trustees at that period were " worthy gentlemen of the neighbourhood of Litch-field." Appleby itself is not far from the neighbourhood of Litchficld. The salary, the degree requisite, together with the time of election, all agreeing with the statutes of Appleby. The election, as said in the letter, " could not be delayed longer than the nth of next month," which was the nth of September, just three months after the annual audit-day of Appleby school, which is always on the nth of June ; and the statutes enjoin ne itllius firceccfitorum electio (Kutius tribus mensibus moraretur, etc.
'These I thought"to be convincing proofs that my conjecture was not ill-founded, and that, in a future edition of that book, the circumstance might be recorded as fact.
1 But what banishes every shadow of doubt istl\eMimtte-60oilo{the school, which declares the headmastership to be at that time VACANT.'
I cannot omit returning thanks to this learned gentleman for the very-handsome manner in which he has in that letter been so good as to speak of this work. BOSWELL.
Hawkins (Life, p. 61) says that 'Johnson went to Appleby in Aug.
Dr.l, and Savage asserted that he had stabbed him ' by the necessity of self defence ' (Ib. p. n?)-
